NEW JERSEY ORATORS' CLASS OF 2021

SENIOR
SPOTLIGHT
KAITLYN BADILLA
With over 100 hours of service, Kaitlyn contributes to her local community by
volunteering at the Boys and Girls Club of Union, Union High School and
Knights of Columbus. Also a trained lifeguard, she looks after swimmers at
the Boys and Girls Club swimming pool. From a young age Kaitlyn has been
participating in gymnastics and dance. She enjoys learning and playing the
piano, painting in various mediums and being active in various other
activities.
Kaitlyn is a senior at Union High School in Union. Despite her learning
disability, she is extremely proud to have achieved a 3.1 GPA because she
worked hard to reach and maintain this academic goal. In addition to her
academics, she excels in school sports as a member of the Union High
School’s Track and Field and Cross-Country Teams.
Kaitlyn joined New Jersey Orators in 2015 as a very shy middle schooler,
terrified to stand, much less perform in front of an audience. Since then, she
has learned to prepare and present speeches and today she confidently
connects with her audience with every speech. As a result, she has proudly
represented the Union Chapter of the New Jersey Orators in different speech
categories.
Kaitlyn is currently deciding between Montclair State University and Kean
University. Inspired by her experiences and resilience learning with
disabilities, she looks forward to studying Elementary Education focusing on
students with special needs.
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SPOTLIGHT
MILES DAVIS
As a member of his community, Miles is involved in the Macedonia
Scholarship Cotillion Program and Omega 13, a nonprofit mentoring program.
Through his church he has been able to participate in many community service
projects but the project he is most proud of is the Plastic Bag Fundraiser. In
total his group collected over 20,000 plastic bags for a local organization that
turns them into crocheted blankets for homeless people. He has also been
involved with clothing drives, packaging food for homeless people on
Thanksgiving, and tutoring peers in his school.
Miles Davis is a senior at Manchester Township High School, graduating with
a 99.8 GPA and ranked #18 in his class. At school he is involved in the
Student Government Association as the Executive Vice President, the
National Honors Society, and Junior Achievement. He participated in winter
and spring track during his Sophomore and Junior years.
Miles is extremely proud to be a member of the Lakewood Chapter of the
New Jersey Orators and has been a member for six years. This program has
built his public speaking skills and exposed him to opportunities, such as
presenting at the NAACP Freedom Fund Banquet, Macedonia's Cotillion, and
various other events that have occurred in his community. He has been an
active participant at the Orators’ annual competitions stretching is oratorical
skills by presenting in various categories.
This fall, Miles will be attending Binghamton University to study Economics.
After graduating he plans on going to law school. He hopes to gain a deeper
understanding of what economic tools and resources could be used to improve
the quality of life for all individuals.
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SPOTLIGHT
KASANDRA CENEUS
Kasandra is very active in her community with her interest in medicine as well
as helping people. She is a Junior Volunteer at Overlook Medical Center. As
an active Seventh-Day Adventist, she is a committed Maranatha volunteer a
Teen Leader for the Pathfinder Club at Maranatha SDA and a member of
Teacher for Adventure Club at Maranatha SDA. Maranatha is a non-profit,
responsive organization that works in conjunction with the Seventh-Day
Adventist Church to provide strong, dignified structures for worship and
education.
A Livington High School senior, Kasandra is now preparing for graduation
with a 3.97 GPA. Throughout her high school years she has been active on
campus by participating in the Black Student Union Club, the Christian Club,
the Environmental Club, and the Future Physicians and Nurses Club which is
her choice of a future career.
Kasandra has been a member of the South Orange – Maplewood Chapter of
the New Jersey Orators since 2016. She has received several achievement
medals at the annual statewide Platinum competitions.
In the fall, Kasandra will be going to Montclair State University to
pursue a Bachelor’s Degree in Biology.
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KYLA HECTOR
Kyla is an active member in her community as a volunteer for Habitat for
Humanity on weekends and helping at her church at the Soup Kitchen
and with collecting and distributing toys to children in the community.
Using her high school academic skills, she volunteered through South
Orange Municipal Alliance, with trained Maplewood Police Department
staff, parents, students and local community businesses. She voluntarily
participates in mentoring programs, such as YouthNet and Elementors,
where the goal is to provide middle school students with support and
positive role modeling.
As a member of the South Orange Maplewood Chapter of the New Jersey
Orators since 2015, Kyla honed her public speaking skills at SOMA Black
History Month events. Kyla participated in the Fall and Spring Platinum
state wide competitions presenting in various categories, such as Oral
Interpretation of Poetry and Prose and Declamation speeches.
As active as she was in the community, Kyla was also involved in clubs and
teams at Columbia High School in Maplewood. She is active in the
Minority Achievement Community, Infinite Step Team, and Ladies of
Leadership. As busy as she is, she finds time to study and maintain a 3.84
GPA.

Kyla will be attending Rutgers University and majoring in Biology.
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IYANA McEACHERN
Iyana believes that you should be the change you want to see in the world so
she exemplifies this in all that she does. Iyana has focused on serving the
community by volunteering at animal shelters, replanting in the community,
and participating in clothing and food drives. As the Founder and Co-President
of The Giving Bookshelf, a non-profit 501c3 organization. Iyana has focused on
early childhood literacy to impact children by providing books to children who
have limited access to books.
Now, as an Ambassador Girl Scout for 12 years, Iyanna has earned her
Bronze, Silver, and the highest award a Gold Award. Iyana has also served as
a Girl Scout Representative to the Central and Southern New Jersey Board of
Directors and was appointed as a Girl Scout Representative as a National
Delegate. She was a significant contributor to the Governance process
impacting Girl Scouts across the country.
As an honor student at Piscataway High School, Iyana is a member of the
National Honors Society, a Varsity Cheerleader Captain, and serves as a
Student mentor to first-year students where she creates engagement programs.
Iyana has been a member of the Perth Amboy Chapter since 2011. She has
excelled in all categories, frequently receiving Honors and Excellence during
competitions. Iyana has represented the organization at various engagements,
including presenting at the NJ Veterans Home in Menlo Park and the
Cathedral International Church service. She has also served as a junior mentor
to other Orators, assisting with the younger members’ skills development.
Iyana is planning to major in Biological Science in college focusing on
Cardiovascular Research and Medicine.
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DANAY MOODY
Outside of school, Danay is very active in the community. At Mount Olivet
Baptist Church in Hightstown, NJ, she is the Secretary of the Junior Usher
Board. She also volunteered at Mount Olivet’s monthly Soup for Soul event
for the community. Danay volunteers at various program with the Trenton
Alumnae Chapter’s Delta GEMS. Starting in 2020, as a COVID-19 initiative,
each month Danay assembled packages for needy families whose income had
been impacted by the pandemic. From 2014 to 2019 she performed annually
at Watson Johnson Dance Theatre and The Nutcracker Café AU Lait.
Danay is also an active member at Young Scholars Institute (YSI) a program
to develop academic skills for children from Kindergarten to 18 in Trenton.
For 3 years, she has volunteered at their Summer Enrichment Program where
she provided assistance with children and chaperoned all offsite field trips.
Danay is a high school senior at Hightstown High School where she holds a
3.4 GPA. She is both studious and committed to participating in school
activities, such as being President of the African American Awareness Club,
a competing member of Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA), a
Big Brother Big Sister mentor and a member of her school’s track team.
Since 2014, Danay has participated in fall and spring New Jersey Orators
competitions. She volunteered for Black History month at local Trenton
elementary and high schools as well as for charity events. She also presented
in annual Black History programs held by Shiloh Baptist Church.
Danay is very excited to be attending Tuskegee University in the fall to pursue
a degree in Electrical Engineering.
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STEVE SERRANO
Aside from his strong academics, he actively engaged in sports and the arts.
As a strong member of the Elizabeth Varsity High School Swim Team, he
competed and represented his school in competitions and meets. With his
love for music, he plays the violin and performs with the Elizabeth High
School Orchestra. Also, he is an active member in his community. As a
volunteer, he has completed more than 250 service hours. He also regularly
works as a lifeguard and a swim instructor at the Boys and Girls Club of
Union during weekends and summers.
Steve Serrano is a proud senior at Elizabeth High School in Elizabeth, New
Jersey. He is very goal-oriented and dedicated student. He constantly works
hard and challenges himself constantly, keenly taking AP and honors classes
to prepare for college. He’s been awarded the School Principal’s awards
throughout high school and achieved a 4.3 GPA
He joined the New Jersey Orators and has been a member of the Union
Chapter since 2017. Though hesitant and timid at first, he eventually learned
to write Original Oratory, and perform Oral Interpretation of Poetry and
Prose and other categories of speech. He has received recognition of his
achievement at statewide competitions where he has competed. Today, he
can confidently demonstrate his ability as a public speaker.
Steve has been accepted into his top two colleges of choice: Stevens Institute of
Technology and Rutgers University New Brunswick. His goal is to become an
Electrical Engineer.
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SAFIYYAH SUBHAN-KHAN
Safiyyah is active in her community by being a Junior Team Leader at the
National Islamic Center, a Science and Explorer Exhibition Coordinator at the
Newark Museum of Art, a Union Police Explorer for the Township of Union,
and Vice President of the Township of the Union Teen Advisory Committee.
A graduating senior at Union High School with a 4.02 GPA, Safiyyah is a
leader on campus. She is the Vice President of the Union High School Teen
Advisory Committee and Co-president of the Union High School Debate Club
from 2019 to the present. She is also a Member of the Architecture,
Contractors and Engineers (ACE) Club, volleyball team, and has played the
viola in her school’s String Orchestra from 2010 to present.
Safiyyah has been a member of the New Jersey Orators since 2010 when she
was seven years old. She was a member of the Hillside Chapter initially but
transferred to the Union Chapter when it was opened in 2016. She was very
shy when she started. Because of the confidence that she has developed as a
public speaker over the past eleven years, she is not afraid to stand up and
make her presence known. Being an Orator has made her more confident in
school and in all aspects of her life.

In the fall, Safiyyah will be attending Syracuse University to pursue a Bachelor’s
degree in Architecture.
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TURHAN WELCH JR.
Turhan’s service extends into the community as he serves as a member of the
St. Matthew AME Church Boy Scout Troop 4749 where he was an Elected
Patrol Leader for three years. While involved as a Boy Scout Patrol Leader,
Turhan also supports St. Matthew’s Manna from Heaven Pantry, Lillian’s
Closet and Thanksgiving community dinner distribution. He has also been
actively involved with the Delta Sigma Theta Teen Lift Program, the
Community Improvement Association of the Oranges and participated in a
Supply Chain Management Summer Program for high school students.
As a graduating senior of Montclair High School, Turhan is active on campus
as a member of the Track & Field and Cross Country Team. He specializes in
the 400m, 800m, 1500m 1600m, 3200m, and 5K runs. Turhan as an office
volunteer he is been a supportive member of his school community by
delivering mail to teachers in school. His commitment to serving others was
acknowledged when he was awarded a Montclair High School service pin for
participation in his schools charity events, such as the sock drive and food
drive.
Since eighth grade, Turhan has been a member of the Orange Chapter of the
New Jersey Orators. He has earned achievement awards in Oral Interpretation
of Poetry, Dramatic Interpretation of Poetry and Prose and Declamation
categories at statewide competitions. He has also participated in Black History
Month community events at Barnes & Noble in Livingston.
Turhan has been accepted into a number of great colleges and universities but
has not made a decision yet. He will be studying Biology in the fall as his
career choice.

NEW JERSEY ORATORS' CLASS OF 2021

SENIOR
SPOTLIGHT
WALTER W. YOUNG III
Walter is a member of several prominent organizations that are focused on
aviation and/or community empowerment which include the NAACP, Black
Pilots of America (BPA), and Aircraft Owners and Pilot Association
(AOPA). In 2018 and 2019, Walter was recognized by the New Jersey State
Legislature and General Assembly through Citation and Joint Legislative
Resolution for his aviation achievements and also awarded the 2018 W.I.N
(Women In NAACP) award by the NAACP.
Walter is a graduating senior at Plainfield High School. He has served as an
Air Force JROTC cadet in his high school Air Force JROTC unit. Walter was
featured in the June 2018 edition of Soaring Magazine, where he was
recognized for receiving a scholarship from Soaring Society of America
(SSA). He was awarded the U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff Private Pilot
Scholarship in 2020, which provides flight training to cadets chosen in a
highly competitive process. He flew his first solo in 2017 and continues to fly
several different types of powered and glider aircrafts. He is an aspiring
aviator who has been flying since the age of 12. His future goal is to fly for the
U.S. Air Force as an aviator. He is currently a certified private pilot with a
glider rating and continues flying to build his flight hours and ratings. In
March 2021, because of his academics of over 3.87 GPA, he received a
Congressional Nomination for the United States Air Force Academy from
Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman.
He is a dedicated member of the Plainfield Chapter of New Jersey Orators for
four years of his high school. Walter started with New Jersey Orators in 2017
and has continued participating in competitions and volunteering at
community programs as an Orator. Just recently in April, Walter was the
keynote speaker for the BPA’s “Career Conversations” event highlighting
careers in aviation and inspiring other young people to pursue aviation goals.
Walter will be attending Spartan College of Aeronautics and Technology
where he will study Aviation Flight and Technology Management in the fall.

